Evaluation of the nursing process used at a Brazilian teaching hospital.
To evaluate how the nursing process has been registered at a Brazilian teaching hospital. Descriptive and retrospective study of 68 medical records. The data collection of history was more frequent on the admission day. The documentation of physical exam was prioritized. Sometimes there were records of nursing interventions but not of nursing diagnoses. It was found some failures in the record of some steps of the nursing process. Although all steps had been used, they were not carried out consistently. Some aspects deserve to be considered to improve the use and registration of all steps of the nursing process as to develop specific protocols, redesign the formulary of data record with careful and equal consideration of all steps, and empower all members of the nursing staff to implement the nursing process more effectively.